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influence to bear towards the solution of these many problems in the
interests of Japanese-American relations, which must depend in large
measure upon the faithful observance by Japan of the assurances
frequently and categorically expressed.
JAPAN SHUTS THE OPEN DOOR
December 5, 1938
November saw no improvement in our relations with Japan ; quite
the contrary. Whereas we had previously received assurances from
every succeeding Foreign Minister that the Open Door and equal
opportunity in China would be maintained and that American
rights and interests would be respected, there came on November 3
a sudden reversal of policy. I should not call it so much a reversal
of policy in fact as in policy of official utterance. When Hirota and
Ugaki and Prince Konoye, the last as late as October 3, successively
and consistently gave me categorical assurances with regard to the
Open Door, they were honestly or not honestly trying to reconcile
the irreconcilable. Their slogan was : " Have patience and all will
be well."
Arita says that these assurances were not given in bad faith; his
predecessors had merely tried without success to reconcile principle
with actualities, whereas he himself, realizing that this was impos-
sible, proposed to call a spade a spade. He therefore declined to
confirm the assurances previously given. His attitude as expressed
to me, and publicly by the Government, was no longer " Have
patience ; " it was now in effect: " A new situation has arisen in
East Asia; Japan must, for her own strategic and economic safety
control certain sources of raw material in China and certain industrial
opportunities. Those particular things you foreigners can no longer
enjoy. But there will be plenty of other things left over, in matters
of trade and economic and financial opportunities, in which respect
the Open Door will be kept well open. Please note that your trade
with Manchuria has increased by leaps and bounds since the estab-
lishment of Manchukuo,"
That, as I see it, is the policy of the Japanese Government ex-
pressed in a nutshell. But it is not at all the policy of the extremists
in the Government, the business world, and the Army. They want
and intend to crowd foreign interests and foreign trade out of China
completely and to make of China an exclusive mart and economic
and industrial stamping ground for Japan alone. These are the
people who have no conception of the practical working of economic
laws and who fail to perceive that without foreign co-operation and
foreign capital Japan cannot even begin to reconstruct and develop
the vast industrial and commercial potentialities which China offers.
They will see it eventually, to their cost and sorrow,
One more little point might be included in that nutshell: Munich,
and the fall of Canton and Hankow to Japanese troops, had intervened.

